
Grandad’s Island by Benji Davies 

Published by: Simon and Schuster 

Synopsis and reasons for selection: 

At the bottom of Syd’s garden is Grandad’s house. Under the 
flowerpot there is a key and Syd can let himself into Grandad’s 
any time he pleases. One day, Syd finds Grandad in the attic, with 
his suitcase packed. Together, they step through a big metal door 
onto a ship. The ship sails across the waves and to a gloriously, 
radiant island full of exotic creatures, colour and adventure. Syd 
and Grandad build a shelter, paint and play together in the cool, 
cascading waterfalls. Until, Grandad tentatively tells Syd that he is 
staying on the island and will not return home with him… 

A stunning, moving picture book that subtly and sensitively tackles 
themes of loss, saying goodbye and grief. This is plenty to explore 
and enjoy on Grandad’s peaceful island and the relationship 
between Syd and his beloved Grandad is beautifully captured. 
Perfect for all age groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The questions in this guide are simply intended as supplementary 
prompts – allow the children to ask questions, explore and read 
longer sections of the book independently and initiate discussions. 
They will be much more engaged and enthused.  

Because the novel study guide is to be used to aid discussion 
between the adult and children, we feel there isn't a necessity for 
an answer booklet.  

As there are many lovely pictures in this book it is important to 
invite the children to examine them carefully. You could 
encourage the children to use a magnifying glass or photocopy 
and enlarge a certain part of an image. Throughout the book, 
encourage the children to investigate: 

• Page layout 
• How the illustrations are presented and organised 
• The use of colour and texture 
• How the text is written and where on the page it is 
• The facial expressions and body language of the characters  

	

Before reading…. 

What is the title 
of the book? 

Which 
characters can 
you see on the 
front cover? 

Who might the 
boy be? 

What might 
the old man 
be? 

What sort of 
book might it 
be? 

Who is the 
illustrator? 

Who is the 
author? 

Who might like 
this book? 

 

 

 

 

 



Pages 1 and 2 
Vocabulary How would you describe Grandad’s house? 

Replace the word in bold with a synonym: Syd could let himself in 
any time that he liked.  

Infer  Syd can let himself into Grandad’s house any time he likes. What 
does this tell you about their relationship? 
Why is Syd on his own? 
Why do you think there’s a bike in Grandad’s garden? 

Predict  Do you think Grandad will be inside the house? 
What do you think is in Syd’s bag? 

Explain  Explain how the author/illustrator has made Grandad’s house 
seem warm and inviting.  

Retrieve Where is Grandad’s house? 
The key to Grandad’s house is under a wheelbarrow. True or 
false? 
What can you see in Grandad’s garden? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

Where do you think Syd had been before he arrives at 
Grandad’s house? Why? 

	

Pages 3 and 4 
Vocabulary Find and copy a word that means the same as ‘normal’.  
Infer  Do you think Grandad likes gardening? 

Do you think Grandad is pleased to see Syd? 
What might Syd be thinking and feeling when he sees Grandad 
climbing into the attic? 

Predict  Read to the end of page 3. Where is Grandad? Why isn’t he in 
any of his ‘usual places’? 
What do you think Grandad wants to show Syd? 
Do you think Syd will follow Grandad into the attic? 

Explain  Why does Syd go to leave the house? 
Retrieve What can you see by the front door? 

What do you notice is hanging from the ladder? 
Sequence Where does Syd look for Grandad after he enters the house? 

	

	

	

	



Pages 5 and 6 
Vocabulary Choose three adjectives to describe the attic. 

Draw and label a picture of Grandad. 
Replace the words in bold with a synonym: Grandad revealed a 
big metal door and Syd gave the heavy door a push.  
Why is ‘CLUNK’ written in capital letters? Can you think of any 
other words to describe how the turning handle might sound? 

Infer  Why do you think Syd has never been in the attic before? 
What might Syd be thinking and feeling when he joins Grandad 
in the attic? 
What are your first impressions of Grandad? 
Why do you think Grandad has a suitcase? 
What might Syd be thinking and feeling as he opens the door? 

Predict  Draw a picture or write about where you think the door will lead 
to.  

Explain  What do you think is the strangest object in the attic? 
Are there any recurring images or themes so far? (sail boats, 
paint pallets etc)  
Would you follow Grandad through the big metal door? Why? 
Why not? 

Retrieve Make a list of all the things you can see in the attic. 
Grandad has travelled around the world. True or false? 
What do you notice is written on Grandad’s suitcase? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

What happens after Syd climbs into the attic? 
Summarise the book so far in less than ten words.  

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Pages 7 and 8 
Vocabulary What does ‘lurched’ mean? 

Which three adjectives would you use to describe the ship?  
Infer  Do you think Grandad is excited to be on the ship? 

What might Syd be thinking and feeling  as he stands on the 
ship? 

Predict  Where do you think the ship will go? 
 Where do you think the ship has come from? 

Explain  What does the author mean by ‘an ocean of rooftops’? Is this a 
good description of the rooftops? 
How does Benji Davies make the ship appear very tall? 

Retrieve What does Syd find himself standing on?  
Which animal has joined Grandad and Syd on the ship? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

Summarise the events on these pages in one sentence.  
Imagine you are Syd. Write a diary about the events so far. 

	

Pages 9 and 10 
Vocabulary Why do you think the author has repeated ‘sea and sky, sky and 

sea’? What is the impact? 
Replace the words in bold with a synonym: Grandad kept them 
on a smooth course across the rolling waves.  

Infer  Why do you think Grandad s very good at steering the ship? 
Do you think they have been travelling for a long time? 
What might Syd be thinking and feeling when he sees land? 

Predict  What might be on the island? 
Do you think the ship will reach the land? 

Explain  Can you explain why Grandad is sitting on his deck chair as they 
approach land? 

Retrieve What is Grandad doing on the ship? 
What does Syd shout when he sees land? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

Order these events from 1-5. One has been done for you. 
 Eventually Syd finds Grandad climbing into the attic. 
1 Grandad lives at the bottom of Syd’s garden. 
 In the attic, there is a big metal door which Syd and 

Grandad go through. 
 One day Syd visits Grandad but can’t find him 

anywhere. 
 They find themselves on a ship and travel across the 

rolling waves until they see land.  
 



Pages 11 and 12 
Vocabulary Replace the words in bold with synonyms: In the thick jungle, it 

was very hot.  
Infer  Do you think Grandad has been to the island before? 

How do you know that Grandad is hot? 
Why do you think Grandad wants to build a shelter? 

Predict  Where do you think they will make their shelter? 
What do you think they will use to make their shelter? 

Explain  Why doesn’t Grandad want or need his walking stick? 
Where would a good spot for a shelter be? 

Retrieve How have Syd and Grandad got from the boat onto the island? 
What animals can you see in the thick jungle? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

What do Syd and Grandad do when they get off the boat? 

	

Pages 13 and 14 
Vocabulary What is an ‘old shack’? 

What does it mean if you have everything ‘shipshape’? 
Infer  Where have the animals come from? 

What might Syd be thinking and feeling as he helps Grandad 
renovate the shack? 

Predict  What do you think Grandad and Syd will do next? 

Explain  How have Grandad and Syd made the ‘old shack’ more 
welcoming and hospitable? 
What would you do to make the old shack look brighter and 
cleaner? 

Retrieve What animals are helping Grandad and Syd? How are they 
helping? 
Make a list of all the items Grandad has brought with him.  

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

Complete this sentence: After trekking through the _______ 
jungle, Syd and Grandad find an ______________ and work 
together to have everything _____________. 
 

	

	

	

	



Pages 15 and 16 
Vocabulary Write a description of this double page spread. 
Infer  What might Grandad be feeling as he paints? 

Do you think Syd is enjoying spending time with Grandad? 
Predict  What other ‘new wonders’ do you think Syd and Grandad will 

find on the island? 
Explain  How is this double spread different to the other page so far in the 

book? 
How does the author/illustrator make this part of the island seem 
cool and dark? 

Retrieve What ‘new wonders’ can Syd and Grandad see? 
What are Syd and Grandad doing? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

Write a summary of these pages in 5 words or less. 
Imagine you are Syd. Write a diary of all the ‘new wonders’ you 
have seen with Grandad.  

	

Pages 17 and 18 
Vocabulary Can you think of three adjectives to describe the waterfall? 

Why does the author use an ellipsis on page 18? 
Infer  Why do you think Grandad decides to stay on the island? 

What might Syd be thinking and feeling when Grandad tells him 
he is staying? 

Predict  Do you think Grandad will be lonely on the island? 
Do you think Syd will convince Grandad to come back home 
with him? 

Explain  What makes the island so perfect? 
What would be on your perfect island? 

Retrieve Where are Syd and Grandad when Grandad says he’s staying 
on the island? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

Imagine you are Grandad. Write a diary based on the events of 
these pages. 

	

	

	

	

	

	



Pages 19 and 20 
Vocabulary Write a list of adjectives to describe the jungle on these pages. 

Can you write a poem about the jungle? 
Infer  Why is Grandad smiling? 

Do you think Syd is pleased for Grandad? 
Predict  How will Syd get home if Grandad stays on the island? 

Do you think Syd will stay with Grandad? 
Explain  Explain to a partner why Grandad doesn’t think he’ll be lonely.  

Work with a partner. How many questions can you ask about 
these pages? 

Retrieve What animals can you see on these pages? Make a list. 
Can you spot anything from Grandad’s attic on these pages? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

Order these events from 1-5. One has been done for you. 
 They find an old shack at the top of the island. 
 The animals help them to clean and decorate the 

shack. 
1 When they arrive on the island, Grandad and Syd 

go in search of somewhere to build a shelter. 
 Grandad tells Syd that he is thinking of staying on 

the island.  
 Grandad and Syd go exploring, paint together and 

play in the waterfalls. 
 

	

Pages 21 and 22 
Vocabulary Create a semantic map linked to the word ‘goodbye’. How 

many words and connections can you think of that link to the 
word ‘goodbye’? 

Infer  What might Grandad be thinking and feeling as he hugs Syd? 
Use a double bubble map (Hyerle, 1996) to compare how Syd 
and Grandad are feeling at this point in the story.  

Predict  Do you think Syd will return to visit Grandad? 
Do you think Grandad will change his mind and come with Syd? 

Explain  Explain why Syd doesn’t stay on the island with Grandad.  
Retrieve Who has come to wave goodbye to Syd? 

What does Syd do before he sets sail? 
Sequence/ 
Summarise 

Summarise these pages in one sentence. 

	

	



Pages 23 and 24 
Vocabulary Write a description of the waves.  

Find out the meaning of the following sailing terms: port, stern, 
helm 

Infer  Why do you think Syd had Grandad’s hat? 
What might Syd be thinking and feeling as he steers the ship 
home alone? 

Predict  Do you think Syd will arrive home safely? 
Do you think Grandad will be at home? 

Explain  How are these pages different to the other pages in the story? 
Think carefully about the colours used! 

Retrieve What is Syd wearing on his head? 
Has anyone or anything joined Syd on his journey home? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

What happens after Syd sets sail? What happens before he sets 
sail? 

	

Pages 25 and 26 
Vocabulary Can you think of three words to describe the attic now? 
Infer  Why is it so quiet in the attic? 

What might Syd be thinking and feeling when he hears the 
tapping noise? 

Predict  Read to the end of page 25. Do you think Syd will go back into 
the attic? What will he find in there? 
What do you think is tapping at the window? 

Explain  Where do you think the big metal door has gone? 
Retrieve Make a list of all the things you can see in the attic now.  

Use a double bubble map (Hyerle,1996) to compare the attic on 
page 5 to the attic on these pages.  

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

What happens after Syd goes back into the attic? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Pages 27, 28 and 29 
Vocabulary Replace the words in bold with synonyms: Syd carefully prised 

the letter open.  
Infer  What might Syd be thinking and feeling as he opens the letter? 

Do you think Grandad is happy on the island? 
Predict  Read to the end of page 28. What might be in the letter? 

Do you think Syd will ever see Grandad again? 
What do you think Syd will do next? 

Explain  What do you think the main themes in the story are? 
Order these themes from most relevant to least relevant: 

• adventure 
• loss 
• fun 
• magic 
• saying goodbye 
• memory 

Who was your favourite character in the story? 
What was your favourite part of the story? 
Did this story remind you of any other stories or films? 
Imagine you are Syd. Write a letter back to Grandad, explaining 
what life is like without him.  
How did you feel at the end of the story? Tell a partner.  

Retrieve What has been left for Syd? 
Where has it been left? 
Who has delivered the letter? 

Sequence/ 
Summarise 

Write a summary of the book in 5 sentences. 
Re-write the story from Grandad’s point of view. 

	


